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Removal of Ash Trees 
Along the Trail

Keeping the Trail Rolling

While moving along the Georgian Trail 
it’s easy to believe this amazing network 
just exists. A lot of people were involved in 
organizing the removal of railroad ties and 
tracks and laying  down some gravel back 
in1989 and that’s it. But ever since there’s a 
lot to maintaining a 34-kilometre trail year 
after year. 
    There was a time when there was a 
Board of Management represented by 
individuals from the three Municipalities 
and the trail was maintained by one person 
(who would contract out for the required 
help). But  since 2017, the towns that the 
trail rolls through have taken on the yearly 
maintenance. They are Collingwood, The 
Blue Mountains and Meaford. 
    “Each individual municipality is 
responsible for their section of trail,” says 
Blue Mountains’ manager of parks and 
trails, Terry Green. “We have about 21 
kilometres  which is the majority of the 
trail.” This  unique arrangement allows the 
municipalities to work together, to share 
information and equipment and even 
contract out the work to each other. 
    “We actually look after cutting the grass 
for the town of Meaford,” he says. “They 
don’t have the equipment to do it.”  And 
that constant communication helps the 
municipalities time things correctly too.“ 
Recently we spot sprayed for poison ivy. I 
notified Collingwood and Meaford so we 
could all do it at the same time.”  
    Recognizing the importance of the 
Trail to the local tourism economy, the 
municipalities have agreed to a uniform 
approach, establishing a common set of 
standards. The towns strive to ensure this 
trail is in tip top shape during the busiest 
season of the year, summer, but it isn’t easy.

   “The problem is we can only do major 
work early in the spring or in the fall, 
because in the summer there are just too 
many people on it. And doing work on the 
trail is tough. You need spotters because 
some people don’t pay attention. We used 
to have an arm on the side of the tractor 
with a bush hog blade on it and it came 
out like an a-frame. And we had a cyclist 
go between the tractor and the blade. 
Scared the heck out of the guy running the 
tractor. That’s why we try to do it in the off 
season. But in the past years, September 
and October can be pretty nice, and we’re 
getting more and more tourists coming 
to the area, so our off season is getting 
shorter and shorter.” 

This summer, sections along the Trail in The 
Blue Mountains will continue to be repaired, 
widened and resurfaced.  
   Green’s crew still managed to fix a 
couple wet spots early this spring. Routine 
maintenance involves cutting the grass 
on either side of the trail which Green says 
they do about three times a year.“We do 
inspections monthly and then after any 
wind storms, we’ll send somebody out to 
check the trails,” he says. The major project 
for 2019 is to begin removing the ash trees 
that have been affected by the emerald 
ash borer. “We won’t get anywhere near 
finishing it this year,“ he says. “We start 
again this September. We’re doing three 
weeks.” So next time you’re travelling down 
the Georgian Trail, think of all the human-
hours going into your local trail network. 
There’s a lot more going on than meets the 
eye. 

Some of our Trail users noted the removal 
of trees this early spring just west of Osler 
Bluff Road. Mountains, Parks manager 
Terry Green explained that starting last 
November, all ash trees along the Trail 
affected by the emerald ash borer were 
being removed. The Parks Department 
had a representative from the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry check 
the trees in that area to confirm the 
infestation of this Asian beetle. The Town 
has also begun a replanting program from 
Camperdown to Wards Road, and will 
continue to plant seedlings every year 
along the Trail as needed. 

In Collingwood, 
a yellow ‘X’ 
will mark the 
trees along the 
Trail that won’t 
survive the 
invasion of Asian 
beetles. 

According 
to Natural 
Resources 
Canada, 
Canadian Forest 
Service scientists 

estimate Canadian municipalities will 
spend about $2 billion over a 30-year 
period dealing with the effects of the 
emerald ash borer. That total includes the 
treatment, removal, and replacement of 
trees.

The trees 
removed at 
the Trails 
junction 
near Black 
Ash Creek

An example of Ash 
tree damage at 
Timmons Street 
Park in The Blue 
Mountains not far 
from Camperdown 
Road. 

Terry Green, The Blue Mountains Parks and 
Trails Manager, Keith Bumstead and Natha 
Plater
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Tree Inventory Along the Trail Support The Trail

A large Sugar Maple at the 10th line north of Thornbury that is in wonderful shape and the 
largest tree found (in terms of trunk circumference).

Over the winter the Association engaged Tobias Effinger of Arboreal Tree Care 
Professionals to survey the trees growing along the Georgian Trail. At a recent Board 
meeting Tobias reported his findings, noting that there is a good variety of specimens 
on the Trail. Up to 42 specimens have been identified on a Georgian Trail map and are 
documented through their GPS coordinates.  

Tobias will provide the Georgian Cycle & Ski Trail Association with a report of his findings 
on key specimens (or groups), including a general description and the reason why 
they were considered significant. The GC&STA is looking into the possibility of noting 
their location on a Trail map to be published, as well as placing information signage, or 
perhaps a tree tag, identifying the trees of interest. 

At the Board meeting, we had an opportunity to ask Tobias for his thoughts on whether 
it would be best, when trimming back growth on the Trail, to remove the cuttings or leave 
them.  As long as it is not a dense pile, Tobias felt it is generally a good idea to leave the 
cuttings, as this is natural habitat and holds water for regrowth and woodland species.

Signage
Last year we drew attention 
to the Great Lakes Waterfront 
Trail which follows
much of the Georgian Trail, 
providing a safe signed 
route. There were some areas 
where signage might have 
caused confusion, and the 
Association worked with 
the Waterfront Trail and 
town officials to have those 
locations addressed. We 
also took the opportunity 
to update additional way 
finding signage along the 
Trail at various crossroads.

Resurfacing the Trail between Lora Bay Drive 
and Christie Beach Road

Please Donate to the 
Georgian Cycle and Ski Trail 
Association
Donations are welcomed and needed to:
• Help with the cost of maintaining the 

Georgian Trail
• Enhancing the Trail experience for users
• Investing in trail surface improvements 

and drainage
• Keeping donors and the public 

informed and updated 

    
Income tax receipts are issued for 

donations of $20 or more. (issued under 
the charitable organization registration 
#0813576-56)
    Our Trail Map and Staying on Track! 
newsletters are dropped at various 
locations around Town, however 
supporters now receive a digital copy of 
the newsletter by email.
    Donate on Line at: www.GeorgianTrail.ca


