
Winter Trail Grooming in 
The Blue Mountains
The Blue Mountains and Collingwood have 
decided that they will continue the winter 
maintenance and regular grooming of the 
Georgian Trail within their jurisdictions. This 
grooming was begun last year during the 
pandemic and proved highly popular.

Etiquette & Safety
With the increased use 
of the Trail these past 
two years, the GCSTA as 
well as the municipalities 
have received letters 
from local residents who 
have concerns about the 
number and the speed of 
cyclists on the Trail. In response, additional 
signs were posted about the need to observe 
trail etiquette rules, as noted below:

Safety
• When overtaking others, sound a 

warning by bell or voice
• Stay to the right of the Trail
• Pedestrians always have the right of way
• Do not block the Trail
• Cross driveways and roadways with 

extreme caution 

Please note:
• Motorized bikes, snowmobiles, ATVs 

and other motorized vehicles are not 
permitted

• Dogs must be leashed and please scoop 
up after them

• Leave no litter 

One of the biggest complaints we heard was 
that some cyclists fail to sound a bell before 
passing. The Highway Traffic Act Section 75 
(5) states that on the road, a bike must have a 
bell or horn in good working order. However, 
the Act has no authority on the Georgian 
Trail; a bell or horn is recommended, but not 
required by law. Please remember to sound 
a warning by bell or voice when overtaking 
others. 

And we would remind all users that the 
Georgian Trail is a multi-use facility and 
encourage everyone to show courtesy and 
respect to all users. 

Please Share the Trail.

Staying on Track!
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Trail Maintenance and 
Tree Canopy
Ongoing maintenance of the Trail requires 
periodic removal of grass and weeds growing 
on the trail surface, and resurfacing with 
limestone screenings. Clearing of underbrush 
in some areas is performed to reduce the 
need for constant trimming of vegetation and 
to increase visibility and safety for the trail 
user. And vertical clearance is maintained 
at a height of 4 meters to allow for 
emergency vehicle access. In some areas the 
municipalities have cut diseased trees along 
the Trail such as the White Ash, replacing 
them with other native tree seedlings.

Ongoing maintenance: 2021 photo showing 
grass and weeds encroaching a section of the 
Trail which was widened and resurfaced with 
new screenings in 2020.  

225 year old sugar maple, a Tree Trust 
Legacy tree at the intersection of Tenth Line 
and the Georgian Trail.

Trail users have expressed an appreciation for 
the natural appearance of the Trail and have 
reminded us of the importance of the tree 
canopy for shade and wind protection, as 
well as a habitat for birds and other wildlife. 
In 2020 the Association engaged Arboreal 
Tree Care Professionals to identify significant 
trees along the entire length of the Trail from 
Collingwood to Meaford. Although the Trail 
was found to have few significant trees, the 
arborist report provided an inventory of a 
diverse number of species, and their best 
specimens have been catalogued. Two of the 
significant trees identified by Arboreal are 
sugar maples in The Blue Mountains, and 
these were subsequently selected by the 
local Tree Trust chapter as legacy trees. 

You can read about Tree Trust here:  
https://treetrust.ca

From time to time the GCSTA receives 
enquiries about the planting of a tree in 
memory of a loved one. Where such a tree 
can be located near an intersection or other 
access point on the trail, we are pleased to 
make the necessary arrangements for the 
tree and plaque, provided the tree can be 
watered regularly by the donor for the first 
couple of years.



Bicycle Repair Stations
Two new bicycle repair stations have been 
added along the Georgian Trail, one at the 
Meaford Harbour entrance to the Trail and 
one at the Trail’s intersection with Christie 
Beach Road in Meaford.

The above repair station, donated in memory 
of Stan Feldman, is located at Christie Beach 
Road, Meaford.
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Your comments and ideas are welcome! 
Please send them to: georgiantr.info@gmail.com

Please Donate to the Georgian Cycle and Ski Trail Association
Donations are welcomed and needed to:
• Help with the cost of maintaining the Georgian Trail
• Enhancing the Trail experience for users
• Investing in trail surface improvements and drainage
• Keeping donors and the public informed and updated.
 Income tax receipts are issued for donations of $20 or more. (issued under the charitable 
registration #0813576-56) Our Trail Map is available at various locations around Town, 
however supporters receive a digital copy of the newsletter by email. 
Donate on-line at: www.GeorgianTrail.ca

• Celebrate  
• Contribute  
• Enjoy

Thornbury’s Trestle Bridge 
becomes the Kindness Bridge
The historic wooden trestle bridge in 
Thornbury is temporarily getting a new name. 
Beginning November 13, 2021, for the next 
twelve months it will be known as The Bridge 
of Kindness. With support for the idea from 
the Georgian Cycle and Ski Trail Association, 
BVO and the Blue Mountains Chamber of 
Commerce, the Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary 
Club asked the town’s council for permission 
to change the bridge’s name for one year. 
Their request was warmly received.

The idea is to use this heavily traversed 
town icon to display flags and other artifacts 
related to the club’s Community Kindness 
Challenge reminding everyone that “Our 
Community Runs on Kindness”. This initiative 
is aimed at encouraging community members 
to join together in embracing all that kindness 
is: being kind to oneself to improve mental 
health and overall well-being, being kind to 
others and being kind to all of nature. As 
we are now nearing two years of additional 
stress due to the ongoing pandemic, a 
tangible reminder of how important kindness 
is to everyone’s wellbeing and our town’s 
resiliency is invaluable. 

Plans call for an inauguration ceremony on 
November 13, World Kindness Day, with 
Mayor Soever cutting the ribbon. Read more 
at https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

E-bikes on the Georgian Trail
There have been many questions raised about 
the use of e-bikes on the Georgian Trail – 
what is permitted and what is not. E-bikes, as 
defined by the Ministry of Transportation of 
Ontario, have an electric motor not exceeding 
500 watts, a maximum speed of 32 km/
hour, a maximum weight of 120 kg, and must 
have working pedals. E-bikes now come in 
all shapes and sizes and are becoming much 
more popular as our population ages. But not 
all e-bikes are created equal. Some look like 
bicycles while others look like scooters. Some 
must be pedaled for the motor to engage 
while others can be operated simply by using 
a throttle on the handlebars - no pedaling 
required.

The general rule is that motorized vehicles 
may not be used on the Georgian Trail with 
one obvious exception being those mobility 
vehicles used by people with physical 
disabilities. The other exception is for a 
certain type of e-bike known as the pedelec. 
(from the words PEDal and ELECtric). These 
e-bikes are similar in appearance to a regular 
bicycle and the rider must be pedaling for 
the motor to engage and provide assistance. 
The Town of Collingwood passed a bylaw in 
2015 to allow pedelec bikes weighing less 
than 40 kilograms on their trails. This bylaw 
has become the unofficial standard for trails 
in the area.

Shown  above is an e-scooter, which is not 
permitted on the Georgian Trail.

Pedelec bike shown above, with large wheels 
- good for riding the Georgian Trail.  
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Trail Improvement Funding
As you may be aware the Association made 
an offer to the municipalities to subsidize 
improvement on the Georgian Trail. We have 
yet to hear back from them on any plans to 
utilize the funding offered. We will  keep you 
informed of any developments in that regard.

New Flashing Lights at 
Highway 26 Crossing
Motorists and Georgian Trail users may 
have noticed that the warning signs at 
the Georgian Trail crossing on Highway 
26 were changed from a “hiker” symbol 
to “pedestrian and cyclist” symbols with 
a “CROSSING” tab below. The Ministry of 
Transportation changed the symbols to better 
reflect what a motorist might encounter 
crossing Highway 26. Also installed were 
flashing amber beacons on top of the 
warning signs, to enhance their visibility.


